In September 1899 an association football team from Bloemfontein in the Orange Free 
Introduction
Four weeks prior to the outbreak of the South African War, fought between Britain and the combined forces of the Orange Free State Republic and South African Republic, an association football match was played at St James' Park, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, between Newcastle United and a touring South African team, the Orange Free State Kaffir Football Club. 2 Watched by 6,000 spectators, the black South Africans lost the game 6:3. 3 This was the first time a South African association football team had played abroad.
It was the opening game of a four month, 49-match tour of England, France, Ireland, Scotland and Wales. The Orange Free State team was pitted against superior opposition and as the tour progressed it was evident that it was totally out of its depth against the professional and amateur first class opposition.
The academic study of sport in South Africa is relatively underdeveloped, and this is particularly true with respect to football. Cricket has traditionally received the most attention, and is followed by rugby. André Odendaal has argued that 'the history of black sport has been largely undocumented' and his research has dispelled the myth 'that blacks have no real sports history'. 4 A small but growing body of work focuses on black sport and on football in particular. 5 The 1899 tour is mentioned briefly in a few publications but none have explored details of the team and the matches that were played in Europe. An attempt is made here to remedy this shortfall and argues the case for the significance of this particular touring team for football history in general and South
African sports history in particular. The team from the Orange Free State was the first South African association football team to play in Europe and the second South African sports team (after the cricketers of 1894), to do so. For most of the opposing teams, the visitors were the first foreign opposition the European sides had faced; the South
Africans were therefore at the forefront of globalising football at the turn of the twentieth century.
This article discusses how the press in Britain initially referred to the team in glowing terms before switching to ridicule and humiliation. It nevertheless argues that to label the tour simply in terms of an 'ethnological show' is inadequate. The colonial and imperial framework in the early twentieth century and the social Darwinism that prevailed in both
Britain and South Africa during this period became all too apparent in the attitude of the British press towards the black South Africans. Despite the ridicule they suffered both on and off the pitch, the South Africans nevertheless proved to be quite popular. They played in front of relatively large crowds, adopted a pro-British/anti-Boer stance and were fêted by club administrators and officials wherever they played.
Football in the Orange Free State Republic
founded in Kimberley to give the 'dribbling code a stronger place in sport in the country'. 10 Donald Currie, the shipping magnate, donated trophies to five sports codes in South Africa during the 1880s and 1890s. June 1899, the Manchester Times reported on the forthcoming tour and wrote 'the team is said to be strong, the players being of splendid physique'. 39 The Scottish Sport noted that they were reportedly 'big, powerful men, with a "rare turn of speed" and "considerable individual skill"' and went on to describe them as a 'determined, fine-built body of men, who have only picked up the game in the last four or five years'. 40 The tour was also Friend reported: 'the "boys" are said to be extremely clever at the game, and the novelty of a Kafir team is sure to command success in the old Country'. 41 The press in the Orange Free State briefly reported on the tour and was generally supportive, but the same cannot be said of the Cape press. In 1894 the Cape Argus opined: 'the races are best socially apart, each good in their own way, but a terribly bad mixture', 42 The whole affair is farcical as it is unsportsmanlike, and smacks very much of hippodrome. Western Province "socker" enthusiast can scarcely credit the fact that a gang of Kafirs should seriously be expected to give an exhibition worthy of the name, and the British football public will soon realise this fact. Probably the enterprising financiers will rake in the shekels, but every white man south of the Zambesi not directly interested in the venture will regret the whole proceedings. 53 In the early 1890s, a black South African choir caused a stir when it performed in Britain and North America. 54 The examples above fuelled the 'spectatorial lust' for the 'exotic', the 'Other' and imperial conquest; 55 and it has been argued that they 'promoted and perpetuated racism'. 56 Moreover, Parsons writes in his discussion of 'Clicko' the 'wild dancing Bushman' that for historians his case study 'is an exemplar of the relationship between imperialism and entertainment … for the anthropologists it is a tale of racial paternalism and ethnic stereotyping'. invariably played "exhibition games" simply getting a lead of two or three goals and then playing about to amuse the crowd and not give the strangers too severe a drubbing'. 70 The touring football team thus differed from the 'exhibitions' of that era in that the footballers participated in a British game against elite opposition. Despite this distinction, there was clear evidence of social Darwinism in many of the press reports.
[INSERT IMAGE 2 HERE]
The first match of the tour was scheduled for early September, to be played against the However, the tourists were delayed and instead, the first match was played against Newcastle United. Within a few minutes of kick-off it was evident that the South African side, dressed in their orange shirts with black shorts, would be no match for first class British opposition. The side played with enthusiasm but 'the spectators in fact laughed more than they would do at the most successful comic opera on the boards'. 72 The
Football News called them 'alleged footballers'. 73 The team went on to lose against Sunderland, Middlesbrough and Scarborough (5:3), (7:3) and (9:3) respectively, in front of crowds that ranged between 2,000 and 4,000 people.
It was evident that the South African side lacked the technique and ability to seriously challenge first class opposition. The tour progressed to Scotland where they played and lost six matches in front of large crowds. The Scottish Sport reported that 'the Africans ought to come very well out of their engagements. The demand for novelty is not so pronounced in football as in some other sports, but the latest Colonial incursion is something out of the common'. 74 After the game played against Hibernian, which was watched by 3,000 people, the Scottish Sport wrote:
To treat the game between the Kaffirs and Hibs seriously would be one door off sacrilege, and to endeavour to find excuses for the persons to blame for inducing our clubs to give them fixtures would be an unpardonable breach of public confidence … it would in all humility and seriousness suggest that the Kaffirs and the 'lady footballers' should combine their forces … and stump some less civilised part of the world than Great Britain -France, for instance. 75 A letter appeared in the same newspaper written by a Scot residing in Cape Town. The author questioned the strength of the visiting side and went on to remark 'Out here such a thing as a match between "white" and "black" clubs is unknown … game at all; in fact we expect to be out of pocket, but the exhibitions which the Kaffirs have witnessed from their opponents will bear fruit … surely Scotsmen and Englishmen will not grudge to sow a few seeds of the game into soil which promises to be fruitful. 82 In response to a question on the reception the team received, an official remarked: 'Very good, though the crowds laugh at the efforts of the Kaffirs, and occasionally the game resolves itself into pantomime, but once the blacks get used to the turf they will get better'. 83 The visitors were unaccustomed to the grass turf in comparison to the hard pitches of the Orange Free State. The team initially played with inappropriate boots without studs which further hindered their game. In an interview with Twayi published in the Football Sun, he revealed that he had learnt to play football in his early twenties and was playing for a team called the Oriental. 84 Twayi claimed to have established the Oriental Club in 1897 85 although there is evidence that the black Oriental Cricket Club was playing cricket in the early 1890s in the Orange Free State. 86 Twayi admitted that he had learnt the game when 'We saw white gentlemen play, and thought it would be a nice game'. 87 He went on to say that they played on Wednesday afternoons as this was the only free time from work. Twayi was a grocer while other members of the team were employed as masons, tailors, carpenters, tradesmen and clerks. He claimed that there were '120 Kaffir clubs' in the OFS although there were no leagues or cup competitions.
This figure appears to be exaggerated because football was still in its infancy in the Orange Free State while the more institutionalised white game comprised a dozen clubs.
Moreover in response to a question whether they played against white teams, Twayi answered 'Yes we play against white [sic] at Krontstadt, Jagersfontein, Heilbron, and other places'. Roberts interjected by saying 'I've played for Jagersfontein against Joseph's team' and Twayi remarked: 'That's quite right, Mr Roberts'. 88 In the light of the highly stratified and racist society in which the tourists resided these instances of matches between black and white cricket and soccer teams is very significant.
In response to a question on the on-going crisis with the South African Republic, Twayi said 'Sir, if Queen Victoria fights we fight for her, and 25,000 Basutos march through the Orange Free State to have their revenge'. 89 The reporter exclaimed 'God save the Queen! Is that a fact Joseph?' to which Twayi replied: 'As true as the white mother is sitting on the throne'. 90 Twayi's loyalty to Britain was also evident at the function held in honour of the visiting team after their game against Hamilton. In his speech he was quoted as saying that 'he wished them to understand … that although their skin was black, they were all loyal subjects of Her Majesty the Queen'. 91 The Evening Citizen reported that Twayi was surprised that President Kruger of the South African Republic had refused to accept the British proposals 92 (Chamberlain's terms of an unconditional five-year franchise for the Uitlanders).
The South African War and imperial loyalty
The touring team played one game in Ireland against Belfast Celtic and then returned to
England via Liverpool where they met Everton in front of 4,000 spectators. Again the opposition was far too strong for the South Africans who lost 9:3. The Liverpool Daily
Post wrote that the game was one of 'Tutor versus Pupil … [and] this is what we understand the aborigines of South Africa have come here for; they want to discover the art of British athleticism, as probably others on the continent from which they come will soon solve the secret of another kind of British proficiency'. 93 With the tension between Britain and the Boer republics escalating, The Football Echo and Sports Gazette noted that in the case of war 'it will be rather a joke if we keep on playing against the enemy.
Civilized war is equal to many queer emergencies and there is no fear that the Kaffirs will be hauled into prison'. 94 War broke out between Britain and the South African Republic and her ally the Orange Free State on 11 October 1899. In an interview Twayi claimed to 'like England very much for its freedom. The people are so good to us, and they treat us splendidly. Their kindness makes me rejoice, for we Kaffirs have no freedom allowed by the Boers … If the British fight we fight for them, for we would like our revenge'.
95
Twayi's comments were not isolated remarks; similar statements were regularly reported while the team was on tour.
Odendaal has argued that the 'political awareness of the new [African] class' in South Africa was influenced by the role of Christian missionaries; the non-racial constitution in the Cape; and by economic integration. 96 In the case of Twayi his political consciousness can be understood in relation to the latter issue and in the context of the Orange Free Although in towns such as Jagersfontein where the diamond mine was the primary economic activity and employer, influential figures in the mining industry may well have had more sway than the local magistrate and in turn 'permitted' such games to take place.
According to historian Bill Nasson, for blacks in the Cape 'who faced Boer republicanism, the war … was a battle to preserve rights, liberties and customs as citizens and subjects under an existing colonial order'. 103 In the Orange Free State 'they hoped that a British victory would result in the extension of idealised British non-racial ideals over the Afrikaner Republics'. 104 For Twayi this was certainly the ideal. 105 His position falls within the category identified by Nasson as 'patriotic consensus' rather than the pacifism of Jabavu. 106 The rescheduled game against Aston Villa was played on 20
November 1899 watched by 4,000 spectators; the home side won easily (7:4). The significance of the game is that the takings from the match totalled £61 and the South 
Sporting contest
After the opening game in Newcastle the visiting team's style of play was referred to as 'very peculiar'. 108 In many of the games played the difference in standard and ability was all too evident; on occasion the home side goalkeeper played striker and the home goal was left unattended. Despite the South Africans' 'primitive … idea of the game' 109 they scored in all but one of the games played on tour and in some matches found the back of the net as many as six times, 110 although admittedly many of these goals were scored from penalties deliberately conceded by the home side. Opposing sides did not seem to take the encounters particularly seriously and saw the games as practice matches. The press reported variously that the games offered 'plenty of amusement', 111 a 'comicsketch' 112 and that the 'contestants caus[ed] … roars of laughter'. 113 The Football
Evening News suggested 'any junior team in the country would beat them'. 114 The Berkshire Chronicle reported that 'the Kaffirs might be able to give a junior team a good game, for some of them are speedy and they adopt worrying tactics but they have
little knowledge of what to do with the ball'. 115 And The Richmond and Twickenham
Times reported:
Whatever the cause, it appeared almost impossible for 'Mr Kaffir' to kick a ball properly, even under the easiest of conditions. And then when a man was going to kick, his fellow-blacks usually rushed jabbering at him and spoiled the effort. And how they appeared to enjoy stealing the ball from one another … For instance, they were not afraid of using their heads, but usually did so to the advantage of their opponents … The last goal was the funniest of the match. When the five Kaffirs who were taking care of the ball approached the goal mouth, Richmond's two backs and the custodian got out of the way, and left their assailants to their own devices. There ensued a scene of really pantomimic humour. First one and then the other kicked the ball this way and that, but never in the desired direction, till at last one little fellow trotted gingerly up to it and put it into the goal with a very soft kick indeed. Then the crowd ceased holding their aching sides. 116 Despite what appears to be the light hearted nature of many of these encounters the South Africans seemed to take the matches seriously and this was often noted in the press. The scheduled for January 1900, had been cancelled and 'considerable disappointment has been caused to the Coventry City Football Club officials … it was believed the novelty of the match would prove a great attraction'. The tourists explained that ticket restrictions meant they were only permitted to be out of the country for a six month period. 120 Games against Ilkeston and Walsall also had to be cancelled.
It appears that the tour was not a financial success and nothing came of the invitations to tour Germany and Austria. The South Africans did however play one game in northern
France against the Sporting Club Tourcoing in Roubaix. Watched by a large crowd that included amateur players from Brussels and Paris, the South Africans were victorious and won by three goals to one. Adolph was referred to as the best goalkeeper ever seen in the area, and the game was adjudged 'excellent and sensational'. 121 This represented the team's only victory in the 49 games it played while on tour. In many of the towns visited, the South Africans were greeted by crowds at railway stations, were taken to view local sights of interest and numerous evening functions were held in their honour. These were often attended by town dignitaries including mayors, councillors and business people.
The South Africans boarded their steamer bound for Cape Town on 6 January 1900.
Conclusion
On the eve of the South African War the Orange Free State football team travelled to Britain, and in four months played 49 matches in unfamiliar conditions and against firstclass amateur and professional opposition. This was the first South African football side to play abroad and despite the trying circumstances of racism, ridicule and humiliation reported in the British press, the team was fêted and well-supported throughout its tour.
Although the results on the football pitch were far from encouraging, if we consider these in the light of the poor results all South African teams initially achieved against British cricket and rugby teams in particular, the footballers' tour followed a similar pattern and this does not detract from its importance. Far from being insignificant in South African and British sports history, the 1899 touring football team deserves recognition for the pioneering role played in late nineteenth-century football. 2 In any analysis of South Africa a consideration of the use of racial categories and terminology is necessary. A range of derogatory racial terms were used and these include 'kaffir', 'native' and 'nigger', among others. For the purposes of this analysis I have used these words in direct quotations. 3 Scottish Sport, 19 September 1899.
